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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
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The Rectory
St James the Least

My dear Nephew Darren

You should not complain about doing duty in other churches when their clergy are on
holiday. It is only in other churches that you will be appreciated. Beatification

only comes from your own church on the day you leave T which is a way of firing a

shot across the bows of your successor. | remember being greeted by a churchwarden on

my first day here at St James the Least of AlIl with |[[the
six Rectors of this parish; each one was worse than |the

by, I am sure | will have entirely fulfilled his expectations.

No; when you visit another church, you will be told all the many defects of their own

vicar, and whatever you do will be praised. Store up these memories for the day you
return to your own patch T when you will then be told how outstanding your own
temporary replacement has been and how congregations thrived in your absence.

Naturally, this gives you the right to make similar remarks about your own
congregation in the churches you visit. Unfavourable comparisons with the bell
ringers, vergers and congregational singing in your home patch to the superb
standards in the church youbdbre temporarily serving wil/l
make sure that the church you are staffing is sufficiently far from your own that
word will not get back to your home team.

It is a mistake | made only once. After filling in for a colleague, | happened to
complement the choir on the singing of the anthem. Unknown to me, a tenor was the
second cousin of my organist, who received a rather embellished story that | had
compared my own choir back home unfavourably with theirs. On my return the following
Sunday, all the hymns were played fortissimo and at double speed and the choir in
rotation dropped hymn books throughout my sermon.

Il nevitably, when you staff another church, you will |Jbe t
Service. 6 |t nethihglofthe sort . Hymns will appear in unexpected places,

Sunday schools will enter and leave (and enter again) apparently at random, objects

will be brought to you to be read from, placed on the altar or blessed - just as you

were about to try and find the pulpit. In any case, wherever you are standing, you

will find you should have been standing somewhere else. But not to worry - most

mistakes will be forgiven I provided your sermon is short.

So - enjoy your visits to other churches. And above all, make sure that your
temporary replacement is so spectacularly incompetent that your own people will
welcome you back with open arms on your return.

Your loving uncle,

Eustace
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Junior InSpire

Bible

o if& A short story from the Bible

God had rescued the Hebrew people from Eqypt

It can be read, inthe Bible in and led them to the border of the land He had
Numbers ol'la,ptcrs 13 and 11 promised them- Candan. BUt it was not empy .

12 yound Leaders were. chosen| | They went norti | [and they returned o days Later
to theck Canaan out. [—| |to where Abronam mth fruct, and their report. .
, had bcm bancd ‘
N g P il
10said But the peoplesaid
there are l,(.k Lants' Nol We should have )
We cant beat Them. d(,ed mnthe desert!)

(But our God (s bigger
than they are. Wecan win!

fZ\Ic d( chotos% anew
eader to take
back to Eggpt f

: 1
but Godsaud .. (| have had cma hof ou not)

trusting Me. You will wandcrmthe esert r4o ;

gears efore your children rctum here.

N.L

We were wrong
tocomptam Lets
qo into Canaan!

K @1
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